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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  5B 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  30-1:  MODULE  5 
SECTION  3 ASSIGNMENT,  SECTION  4 ASSIGNMENT, 

AND  FINAL  MODULE  ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mai'k  for  this  module  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  105  marks  out  of  the  total  165  marks  for  the  assignments  in 
Module  5.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 

You  are  encouraged  to  use  a computer  and  word-processing  application  for  many  of  these 
questions.  If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully 
proofread.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page. 
Alternatively,  you  may  be  able  to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments 
by  e-mail. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 


Section  3 Assignment:  Death  of  a Salesman — Digging  Deeper 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  A motif,  as  you  read  in  Lesson  1,  is  a recurring  image,  idea,  or  phrase  that  acts  as  a unifying 
device  in  a text.  A motif  can  also  strengthen  an  impression  or  idea  a text  creator  is  trying  to 
make  or  intensify  the  meaning  of  the  work.  One  example  of  a motif  in  Death  of  a Salesman  is 
the  phrase  “The  woods  are  burning”;  it  draws  attention  to  Willy’s  increasing  sense  of 
desperation  and  hopelessness  as  his  dreams  come  crashing  down  around  him. 

As  you’ve  seen,  the  following  phrases  and  ideas  are  more  motifs  that  can  be  found  in  Death 
of  a Salesman.  Choose  one  of  them  and,  in  a paragraph  or  two,  show  how  it’s  used  to  help 
unify  the  play.  Be  as  specific  as  you  can. 

• the  phrase  “vital  to  New  England” 

• the  stress  on  personal  attractiveness  and  being  well  liked 

• the  idea  of  debts  and  the  phrase  “all  used  up” 

• the  idea  of  being  “boxed  in” 

• the  importance  of  planting  seeds  and  having  something  “in  the  ground” 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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When  youVe  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question, 
return  to  page  57  of  the  Module  6 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 


2. 


One  technique  used  by  Arthur  Miller  to  develop  character,  create  conflict,  and  emphasize  the 
observations  about  life  he  wished  to  convey  with  Death  of  a Salesman  is  the  use  of  character 
foils — characters  with  noticeably  contrasting  traits.  Point  out  two  instances  of  the  use  of  foils  in 
the  play.  For  each  instance,  show  how  the  characters  contrast  and  what  the  play  gains  as  a result. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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3. 


Personal-Response  Question 


Death  of  a Salesman  speaks  to  readers  and  viewers  about  one  man’s  values  and  his  pursuit  of 
a dream.  At  the  play’s  end,  Willy,  a broken  man,  commits  suicide  rather  than  abandon  his 
dream;  Happy,  his  younger  son,  seems  set  to  follow  in  Willy’s  footsteps  while  Biff,  his  older 
brother,  appears  to  be  re-assessing  the  values,  the  attitudes,  and  the  dream  he  absorbed  at  his 
father’s  knee. 


In  a response  of  two  or  three  pages,  discuss  what  Death  of  a Salesman  says  to  you  about 
values,  dreams,  goals,  and  success  in  our  consumer-driven  society.  Be  sure  to  explain  how 
accurate  you  believe  Miller’s  views  on  these  issues  are.  Support  your  ideas  with  reference  to 
the  play  itself  and  your  own  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  world. 

Your  response  will  be  graded  according  to  the  following  scoring  guide,  adapted  from  the  one  that 
will  be  used  to  assess  your  personal  response  on  Part  A of  the  ELA  30-1  Diploma  Exam.  You 
should  be  familiar  with  this  chart  ah*eady,  but  take  some  time  now  to  get  to  know  it  even  better. 


- 

UJ 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  insightful,  carefully  considered, 
and  confident.  Support  is  apt  and 
thoughtfully  selected. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  engaging,  and 
the  tone  is  effective.  Stylistic  choices 
are  precise  and  effective.  The 
unifying  effect  and  development  are 
skilfully  sustained  and  fluent. 

PrMle^* 

4 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  thoughtful  or  considered. 

Support  is  relevant,  purposeful,  or 
thorough. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  distinct,  and  the 
tone  is  well  considered.  Stylistic 
choices  are  specific.  The  unifying 
effect  and  development  are  coherently 
sustained  and  generally  fluent. 

Satisfactory 

3 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  appropriate.  Support  is 
straightforward  and  generally 
focused. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  matter-of-fact 
and  the  tone  is  appropriate.  Stylistic 
choices  are  adequate.  The  unifying 
effect  and  development  are  clear, 
conventional,  and  maintained 
generally,  but  coherence  may  falter. 

Limited 

2 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  incomplete,  superficial,  or 
unaware.  Support  is  inappropriate 
and/or  repetitive. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  ineffective  and 
the  tone  is  inappropriate.  Stylistic 
choices  are  inappropriate  and/or 
imprecise.  The  unifying  effect  and 
development  are  unclear  and/or 
ineffective,  and  coherence  falters. 

Poor 

1 

Attempts  to  express  perceptions 
and/or  ideas  are  only  marginally 
relevant,  are  confused,  or  are 
underdeveloped.  Support  is  lacking 
and/or  random. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  confused  and 
there  is  no  discernible  attempt  to 
address  the  intended  audience. 
Stylistic  choices  impede 
communication.  The  unifying  effect 
and  development  are  absent, 
irrelevant,  frequently  unclear, 
and/or  not  fluent. 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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4. 


Critical-Response  Question 


Choose  one  of  the  following  two  statements,  and  write  a response  of  three  or  four  pages 
in  length.  Remember  to  articulate  a thesis  and  defend  it  with  references  to  the  play  itself. 


• In  Death  of  a Salesman,  it  is  not  the  “American  dream”  of  material  success  that  comes 
under  fire  but  rather  one  man’s  mistaken  interpretation  of  that  dream. 

OR 


• Willy  Loman  is  in  no  way  a classic  “tragic  hero”  who  is  responsible  for  his  own  fall 
because  of  a fatal  flaw;  rather,  he  is  a helpless  victim  of  a society  that  never  gave  him 
a chance. 


Your  response  will  be  graded  according  to  the  following  scoring  guide,  adapted  from  the  one  that 
will  be  used  to  assess  your  critical  response  on  Part  A of  the  ELA  30-1  Diploma  Exam.  You 
should  be  familial'  with  this  chart  already,  but  take  some  time  now  to  get  to  know  it  even  better. 


English  Language  Arts  30-1;  Module  5 


10 


Assignment  Booklet  5B 


i.' 

.Thousand 

ilitdenHandliig 

^ ifcMdkk- 

jSt^porAng' 

'Sn  w*.  -r-;  Ac  ■'S^  **.,  » 

IWatteis'  ' - 

of  Choice  ©[^rettoess.^ 

Excellent 

5 

Ideas  are  insightful, 
demonstrating  a 
comprehension  of  subtle 
distinctions  in  the  literary 
text(s)  and  the  topic. 
Literary  interpretations 
are  perceptive  and 
illuminating. 

Support  is  explicit, 
precise,  and  deliberately 
chosen  to  reinforce  the 
student’s  ideas  in  a 
deliberate  and  judicious 
way.  A strong  connection 
to  the  student’s  ideas  is 
maintained. 

An  effective  arrangement 
of  ideas  and/or  details 
contributes  to  a fluent, 
controlled,  and  shaped 
discussion  that  concludes 
skilfully.  The  unifying 
effect  and/or  controlling 
idea  is  successfully 
sustained,  integrated,  and 
coherently  presented. 

Diction  is  precise  and 
effective.  Syntactical 
structures  are  effective 
and  sometimes  polished. 
Stylistic  choices 
contribute  to  a confident 
composition  with  a 
convincing  voice. 

This  writing 

demonstrates  confidence 
in  control  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  The  relative 
absence  of  error  is 
impressive  considering 
the  complexity  of  the 
response  and  the 
circumstances. 

Proficient 

4 

Ideas  are  thoughtful, 
demonstrating  a 
well-considered 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and  the 
topic.  Literary 
interpretations  are 
revealing  and  convincing. 

Support  is  relevant, 
accurate,  and 
occasionally  deliberately 
chosen  to  reinforce  the 
student’s  ideas  in  a 
logical  and  clear  way.  A 
clear  connection  to  the 
student’s  ideas  is 
maintained. 

A considered 
arrangement  of  ideas 
and/or  details  contributes 
to  a competent,  controlled 
discussion  that  concludes 
appropriately.  The 
unifying  effect  and/or 
controlling  idea  is 
sustained  and  coherently 
presented. 

Diction  is  specific. 
Syntactical  structures 
are  generally  effective. 
Stylistic  choices 
contribute  to  a 
competent  composition 
with  a capable  voice. 

This  writing 
demonstrates 
competence  in  control 
of  correct  sentence 
construction,  usage, 
grammar,  and 
mechanics.  Minor  errors 
in  complex  language 
structures  are 
understandable 
considering  the 
circumstances. 

Satisfactory 

3 

Ideas  are  relevant 
and  straightforward, 
demonstrating  a 
generalized 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and  topic. 
Literary  interpretations 
are  general  but  plausible. 

Support  is  adequate 
and  general  but 
occasionally  lacking 
in  persuasiveness  and 
consistency.  A 
straightforward  connection 
to  the  student’s  ideas  is 
maintained. 

A straightforward 
arrangement  of  ideas 
and/or  details  provides 
direction  for  the 
discussion  that  concludes 
functionally.  The  unifying 
effect  and/or  controlling 
idea  is  presented  and 
maintained  generally; 
however,  coherence  may 
falter. 

Diction  is  adequate  but 
may  be  lacking  in 
specificity.  Syntactical 
structures  are  generally 
clear  but  attempts  at 
complex  structures  may 
be  awkward.  Stylistic 
choices  contribute  to  a 
clear  composition  with  a 
matter-of-fact  voice. 

1 

This  writing 
demonstrates  control 
of  the  basics  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  There  may 
be  occasional  lapses  in 
control  and  minor  errors. 
However,  the 
communication  remains 
clear. 

Limited 

2 

Ideas  are  superficial  and 
oversimplified, 
demonstrating  a weak 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and  the 
topic.  Literary 
interpretations  are 
incomplete  and/or  literal. 

Support  is  often 
inappropriate  or  is  a 
restatement  of  what  was 
taught  or  read,  and/or 
may  be  repetitive, 
contradictory,  and/or 
lacking.  The  connection 
to  the  student’s  ideas  is 
vague  and/or  redundant. 

A discernible  but 
ineffectual  arrangement 
of  ideas  and/or  details 
provides  some  direction 
for  the  discussion  that 
does  not  conclude 
deliberately.  A unifying 
effect  and/or  controlling 
idea  is  not  maintained. 

Diction  is  imprecise 
and/or  inappropriate. 
Syntcix  is  frequently 
awkward  and/or 
immature.  The  writing 
may  be  vague,  redundant, 
and/or  unclear. 

Inadequate  language 
choices  contribute  to 
a composition  with  an 
undisceming  or 
uncritical  voice. 

This  writing 
demonstrates  faltering 
control  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  The  range  of 
errors  blurs  the  clarity  of 
communication. 

Poor 

1 

Ideas  are  largely  absent, 
irrelevant,  and/or  do  not 
develop  the  topic.  Little 
comprehension  of  the 
literary  text(s)  and/or  the 
topic  is  demonstrated. 

Support  is  irrelevant, 
overgeneralized, 
and/or  lacking.  The 
support,  if  present,  is 
largely  unrelated  to  the 
student’s  attempted 
discussion. 

A haphazard  arrangement 
of  ideas  and/or  details 
provides  little  or  no 
direction  for  the 
discussion,  and  a 
conclusion  is  absent  or 
obscure.  A unifying  effect 
and/or  controlling  idea  is 
absent. 

Diction  is  overgeneralized 
and/or  inaccurate.  Syntax 
is  confused  and 
uncontrolled.  The  writing 
is  unclear.  Lack  of 
language  choices 
contributes  to  a confusing 
composition  with  an 
ineffective  voice. 

This  writing 
demonstrates  lack  of 
control  of  correct 
sentence  construction, 
usage,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  Jarring 
errors  impair 
communication. 

English  Language  Arts  30-1:  Module  5 


11 


Assignment  Booklet  5B 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  4 Assignment;  Stage  and  Screen 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  In  Lesson  1,  you've  thought  about  the  different  roles  involved  in  staging  a live  performance 
of  a play.  Imagine  that  you're  the  director  of  a production  of  Death  of  a Salesman  and  you’re 
coaching  the  actors  on  how  to  act  their  roles. 

a.  Select  one  character,  and  write  out  some  “director's  notes”  to  the  actor  playing  the  role. 
Explain  your  ideas  about  how  that  character  should  appear,  speak,  and  behave.  What 
should  the  character  wear?  How  should  he  or  she  stand,  move,  and  talk?  What  feelings 
or  mood  should  he  or  she  project? 

Organize  your  notes  into  two  or  three  paragraphs. 


- — - — — — — 

I Assessment  Criteria  5 marks 

• The  notes  show  an  understanding  of  the  character  as  he  or  she 

appears  in  the  play,  ^ 2 marks 

• The  notes  reveal  thoughtful  and  creative  ideas.  2 marks 

• The  notes  are  clearly  organized,  presented,  and  edited.  1 mark 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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b. 


You’re  not  happy  with  the  way  the  actor  playing  the  character  you  selected  in  question  a. 
is  delivering  some  of  that  character's  important  speeches.  Select  two  important  speeches 
given  by  this  character,  rehearse  them  until  you  feel  that  you’ve  got  them  just  right,  and 
record  them  yourself  so  the  actor  can  hear  what  you  want.  Submit  your  recording  for 
assessment,  being  sure  to  label  it  fully  and  clearly.  It  might  be  a good  idea  to  review 
some  of  the  hints  given  about  oral  presentations  in  Section  4:  Lesson  4 of  Module  1 . 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 

• Appropriate  speeches  were  selected. 

2 marks 

• The  meaning  of  the  speeches  was  effectively  interpreted  and 

conveyed. 

2 marks 

• Volume,  pacing,  and  pitch  are  controlled  and  effective. 

3 marks 

• Appropriate  emphasis  and  expression  have  been  used. 

3 marks 

c.  Now  write  a short  composition,  similar  to  a polished  Writing  Folder  entry,  reflecting  on  your 
experiences  when  completing  question  b.  In  your  comments,  answer  these  questions: 

• Why  did  you  select  this  character? 

• Why  did  you  choose  the  speeches  you  did? 

• What  strategies  did  you  use  to  prepare  yourself  for  the  readings? 

• How  easy  was  it  for  you  to  assume  the  character’s  identity? 

• How  effective  do  you  think  your  interpretation  of  the  character  is? 


Assessment  Criteria  5 marks 

• The  dramatic  interpretation  has  been  thoughtfully  considered, 
and  a sincere  effort  has  been  made  to  reflect  on  and  assess  this 

experience.  3 marks 

• The  writing  has  been  effectively  revised  and  edited.  2 marks 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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2. 


At  the  end  of  Death  of  a Salesman,  Biff  has  come  to  realize  the  falseness  of  Willy’s  dreams 
(“He  had  the  wrong  dreams.  All,  all,  wrong.”*).  Happy,  however,  is  following  resolutely  in 
Willy's  footsteps  (“I’m  gonna  show  you  and  everybody  else  that  Willy  Loman  did  not  die  in 
vain.  He  had  a good  dream.”-). 


Imagine  it’s  ten  years  later;  Biff  and  Happy  meet  up  again  for  the  first  time  since  the 
Requiem.  Write  an  epilogue  for  the  play  consisting  of  a brief  dialogue  between  Biff  and 
Happy.  Try  to  be  true  to  each  chai-acter’s  personality.  In  planning  your  script,  ask  yourself 
questions  like  these: 


• What  has  each  accomplished? 

• Has  each  been  true  to  his  dream? 

• Has  Happy  ever  acquired  Biff’s  understanding? 

• Are  Willy’s  values,  so  deeply  inculcated  in  his  boys,  still  at  work  in  them? 


Have  some  fun  with  this,  but  try  to  be  true  to  Miller’s  vision.  Be  sure  to  use  standard  script 
format  including  stage  directions  (with  a brief  description  of  the  set  at  the  beginning).  If 
you’re  writing  by  hand,  you  won’t  be  able  to  use  italics  for  stage  directions,  so  be  sure  to 
include  parentheses  where  you  can.  Note  that  opening  stage  directions  describing  the  set 
won’t  be  in  parentheses. 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 
Ideas  and  Impressions  « “ ^ 

• The  dialogue  makes  sense  in  the  context  of  the  play  and  what  may 
have  happened  in  the  intervening  years. 

• The  dialogue  is  true  to  the  characters’  personalities. 

• The  dialogue  is  appropriately  developed  and  sustained. 

Form  and  Structure  3 marks 

• The  script  follows  standard  scripting  format. 

Writing  Skills  2 marks 

• The  language  used  is  effective  and  authentic. 

• The  script  has  been  effectively  edited. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 


' From  DEATH  OF  A SALESMAN  by  Arthur  Miller,  copyright  1949.  renewed  (c)  1977  by  Arthur  Miller.  Used  by  permission  of 
Viking  Penguin,  a division  of  Penguin  Group  (USA)  Inc. 

^ Ibid. 
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3. 


For  question  2.,  you  wrote  a short  script  for  a meeting  between  Biff  and  Happy  ten  years 
after  Willy's  death.  Your  script  was  so  successful  that  a major  motion-picture  company  has 
decided  to  include  it  in  a new  film  production  of  Death  of  a Salesman.  And  they  want  some 
ideas  from  you  as  to  how  your  scene  should  be  filmed. 


You  can  respond  to  this  request  in  one  of  two  ways.  Either  you  can  turn  your  script — or  part 
of  it — into  a two-column  screenplay  or  you  can  develop  a stoiyboard  for  the  first  eight  shots 
(or  scenes). 


If  you  choose  to  create  a screenplay,  select  a block  of  about  15  to  20  speeches  (that  is,  bits  of 
dialogue)  to  work  with.  If  you  choose  to  create  a storyboard,  select  a block  of  speeches  that 
can  be  treated  in  eight  scenes  or  camera  shots. 

You  can  produce  your  screenplay  or  storyboard  on  computer  and  submit  the  printout 
(as  always,  clearly  and  fully  labelled),  or  you  can  use  the  space  provided  here. 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 


An  acceptable  portion  of  the  script  has  been  converted  into  an 
appropriate  screenplay  or  storyboard  format. 

The  screenplay  or  storybo^d  reveals  an  understanding  of  basic 


camera  techniques. 


The  screenplay  or  storyboard  has  been  developed  to  offer 
creative  and  sensible  suggestions  for  filming. 


2 marks 


3 marks 


5 marks 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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Final  Module  Assignment 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

Select  two  Writing  Folder  responses  that  you’re  pleased  with,  revise  and  edit  them,  and  include 
polished  copies  for  assessment.  Be  sure  to  indicate  which  Writing  Folder  suggestions  you’re 
responding  to.  Your  responses  will  be  graded  according  to  the  Writing  Folder  Assessment 
Criteria  given  to  you  on  page  27  in  Module  1 . 

Since  you  weren’t  asked  to  include  a Writing  Folder  response  for  the  Final  Module  Assignment 
in  Module  4,  you  may  include  one  response  from  that  module  if  you  wish.  (If  you  chose  to 
submit  your  response  to  suggestion  4D  for  question  3 of  Section  1 in  Module  4,  don’t  submit  it 
again.) 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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When  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question, 
submit  this  Assignment  Booklet  for  assessment. 


©2003 


